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· The second Annual Meeting of SHH was held on the 23rd of May 2002 in Thessaloniki, Greece.

· The annual subscription rates are 15 € for the regular members and supporting members, and 30 € for the institutions. Βank account 5012-016061-740, Bank of Piraeus. For information please contact the treasurer Petros Lymperakis (lyberis@nhmc.uoc.gr)

· SHH’s internet site is: http//www.nhcmc.uoc.gr:9091/

· The first research projects in which SHH is involved, is now a fact! More specifically, SHH participates in the project “Protection of Endangered Species and Ecotopes of Gialova lagoon”. Beneficiary of the project is the Municipality of Nestoros and collaborator participants SHH, Pylos Municipality and the Hellenic Ornithological Society. The duration of the project is one year. SHH also participates as a collaborator participant in the project: “Recording and monitoring of the fauna in a controlled hydrological system: collection of raw data from Yliki and Paralimni lakes and of Boeotic Kifissos and their correlation with the present water resources management”. Beneficiary of the project is the University of Patras and participant the Hellenic Centre of Bird Ringing.
· A committee responsible for reptile and amphibian trade has been established and is composed by Society members Dr. Anastasios Legakis tel. 003010 7272 372, Achilles Dimitropoulos tel. 003010 8015870 & 003010 8086405 ex. 526, and Daphne Mantziou tel. 003010 3314893. If a member has information about this subject or is aware of some informality about it can contact the committee after the relevant research.

· Dear members don’t forget to renew your membership. The society’s ability to organize and implement actions is depending on you.

What would you like to know about amphibians and reptiles?

It is common to everyone who works with amphibians and reptiles to receive a lot of questions about them. Are they poisonous? How many species exist in Greece? Is it true that “the ecologists” release snakes in nature?

We want to collect and answer these questions in our website. We hope in this way to help solving common questions and at the same time to explain some perceptions, new and old, in order to restore the truth.

All members of SHH can help to this effort. Send us the most common, or even the most bizarre questions you have heard of. We will choose the 10-15 most frequent and we’ll try to answer them as soon, simple and responsible, as possible.

You can send your suggestions to Panagiota Maragou (e-mail: p.maragou@wwf.gr) until 25 October 2002.

New geographic reports and short notes.

We would like to inform all members of SHH that we could publish, in our Newsletter, small reports concerning the distribution of the Greek species of reptiles and amphibians. These reports will not be judged. The article must be written in English and should not overcome 400 words. The reports must be send electronically or in a diskette (word.doc) to the Secretary of SHH, Maria Dimaki (Goulandris Natural History Museum, 100, Othonos St. 145 62 Kifisia, Greece, e-mail: mdim@gnhm.gr).

New records about regional distribution or presence of a species are of special interest. In this case the reports should contain the scientific name of the species, name and address of the observer, date of observation, precise geographic report (with coordinates or distance from the nearest village), and to be certified from a herpetologist. Also, every report must contain a photograph in which the species will be visualized clearly. The photograph will be filed in the scientific file of SHH. However, the Society will not have the right to publish the photo, unless the photographer has explicitly stated so. Alternatively, a specimen of the species can be deposited to the collection of a University Department or Natural History Museum.

The aim of these reports is the concentration of personal observations that could have happened during excursions or data collections for management studies etc. so that bibliographical data of the expansion of Greek species during the procedure of constructing the Atlas of Reptiles and Amphibians in Greece can be completed. 

Trade and conservation of reptiles in captivity

Achilles Dimitropoulos & Maria Dimaki

Goulandris Natural History Museum, 100, 

Othonos St., 145 62 Kifissia, Greece 

Over the last 20 years a worldwide interest in keeping reptiles and amphibians has been recorded, just like keeping fish in aquaria was popular in former time. There are 40,000 people in Europe who keep live reptiles, whereas in the US they reach one million. There are no sufficient data for Greece.

People who keep reptiles in captivity could range from those who retain one or two animals either to learn more about them or because they are impressed, to those who collect them in the same way like stamps with the aim to collect even more rare species.

Contrasting with these phenomena that take place in western countries, there is a general awareness that there is a drastic reduction of the populations of many wild animals in their natural ecosystems, whereas there is a network of barely controlled capture and trade of certain, most wanted species, sought after for the pet trade.

The phenomena mentioned above resulted in the creation and establishment of the CITES Convention in 1973. The subject of CITES Convention is the management of international trade of wild fauna species with the establishment of forbidding regulations of trade which has the form of Annexes and the monitoring of wild populations so that the possibility of on- time “transport” of a species from one Annex to another can take place if needed.

The first Annex (Annex I) contains those species who are under immediate threat and either their capture and trade or their use for any other purpose except their conservation in nature is forbidden.

The second Annex (Annex II) includes species, whose trade is allowed only under certain circumstances, by providing license from the states that import or export. In Greece, the Ministry of Agriculture (Department of Aesthetic forests, National Reserves and Hunting) is responsible for the application of the Orders of CITES Convention, and parallel to that a consultant scientific commission exists, which assists the process. The exact application of the requirements of entrance of animals in the country, the illegal import of animals and their products as well as the stable function of a realistic scheme of animal trade control in Greece are the subjects for research. WWF Greece and other organizations have repeatedly stated, after relative researches, their point of view for this necessity. The subject concerns especially reptiles, since for the last 10 years a relative trade, not always legal, has been developed.

As a rule, the media are dealing with this subject in an inappropriate way, sometimes for marketing reasons and sometimes with clear prejudice. Our opinion is that the wild animal trade should be stopped and forbidden in any way. On the other hand, animal trade using captive-bred stock does not add to the pressures on the natural populations. Captive-bred animals are undoubtedly healthier and stronger, have a much better breeding potential and often are more attractive because of selective breeding. In any case of breeding and re-introduction of rare species in nature, the experience of caring for captive stock and breeding under controlled conditions is invariably used. In this way the known problems of welfare during the transport of animals who are taken from nature is eliminated and with the following degradation of the natural wealth and biodiversity of the export countries, the danger of those species becoming extinct, the huge mortality during the transport (and later on in the hands of keepers) etc. Since many non-endangered species are readily reproducing in captivity, there is no need to be taken from nature. Their sale, though, should be followed by a special sheet and text with instructions about their real needs and the conditions needed for their successful keeping and breeding and should be regulated from a general schedule of principles, with the form of laws, as in all EU countries.

The control of the pet trade is difficult for the Custom authorities, the Police as well as the scientific authorities. A movement towards the right direction is the total ban of transport of wild animals from Lufthansa airlines, a decision, which was put into action from the 1st of May 2001. There is a suspicion, though that the traders will turn to smaller airways, because these have considerably looser transport standards.

A case of a snake living in a Museum

Maria Dimaki

The Goulandris Natural History Museum 

It has been some years ago when I received a Grey Ratsnake Elaphe obsoleta as a present from the late Kevin Hingley.  This specimen belongs to the subspecies E. obsoleta spiloides that has grey background with brown blotches. The size of this snake reaches 100-215mm. This snake is found in SE USA in wooded areas, hillsides and farms. The Grey Ratsnake lives on small mammals and birds.

At first I was keeping him at home but since 1999 I had him at the lab of the Museum. On the 10th of July 2000, I was in fieldwork in Samos island and the snake managed to escape from his terrarium. 

When I returned from my trip I was trying to find him with no luck. In October a colleague from the neighboring lab called me to show me a piece of a snake slough. It was definitely coming from my snake but we did not manage to trace him this time also. 

On 13 of May 2001 I have been informed to go to the garage of the museum because a snake had been seen there. I rushed to the garage and there he was my snake, lying in the middle of the garage. He was in perfect health and pretty plump. 

He was lost on the first underground floor and found on the third. When I put him back in his terrarium his feces had bird remains. He was lost for 10 months and he had managed to find food and survive the winter.

Relative Conferences- Symposia
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From 2-5 October 2002 the VII Iberian Zoological Conference will be held in Evora, Portugal, a meeting that is organized by the Portuguese (Sociedade Portuguesa de Herpetologia – SPH) and the Spanish Herpetological Society (Asociación Herpetolológia Espaňola – AHE). The conference focuses on herpetological matters of the Iberian Peninsula as well as the Mediterranean region. The official languages of the conference are Spanish and Portuguese, but the participants from other countries will be able to present their work in English or French. You can find more information in the website 

http:/evunix.uevora.pt/~psaousa/e.htm


The 12th Ordinary Meeting of Societas Europea Herpetologica will be held in the mid August 2003, in the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Saint Petersburg, Russia. Everyone interested to participate could ask information from

Dr Natalia Ananjeva

Department of Herpetology

Zoological Institute,

Universitskaja nab., 1

St. Petersburg

199034 Russia

FAX: (812) 1140444

E-mail: 12SHE@zin.ru
Since in 2003 St. Petersburg celebrates 300 years from is foundation, the participants must register on time in order to ensure satisfactory prices for their accommodation in the city.

